
Military, Law, and more ...
May 1-8, 2026 The Mid-South Tribune Sports Sports page 2

 

 

Thank you to the Memphis Safe Task Force and National Guard!
Navy commissions submarine USS Idaho in a  
traditional ceremony at Naval Submarine Base   
New London after multiyear construction process

 
By Navy Chief Petty 

 Officer Darren Moore, 
 Submarine Readiness 

Squadron 32  
 

APRIL 27, 2026- The Navy 
commissioned the submarine 
USS Idaho in a traditional cere-
mony at Naval Submarine Base 
New London in Groton, Con-
necticut, April 25.   
The ceremony marked the culmi-
nation of a multiyear construction 
process and officially brought the 
USS Idaho into the fleet. It is the 
fifth Navy vessel named for the 
Gem State. The most recent pred-
ecessor, USS Idaho, was a battle-
ship commissioned in 1919 that 
earned seven battle stars for its 
service during World War II, in-
cluding action at Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa, Japan.   
Sen. James Risch of Idaho deliv-
ered the principal address as the 
ceremony's keynote speaker.   
Hung Cao, acting Navy secretary, 
also delivered remarks, empha-
sizing the strategic importance of 
the new submarine.   
 
"We are a maritime nation, bor-
dering on both the Atlantic and 
the Pacific . Our commerce de-
pends on safe and secure sea 

Motion filed 
in third SAF-

supported 
National 

Firearms Act 
Lawsuit

BELLEVUE, Wash. — April 27, 
2026 — Plaintiffs have filed a 
motion for summary judgment in 
Roberts v. ATF, one of the Sec-
ond Amendment Foundation's 
(SAF) three supported lawsuits 
challenging the constitutionality 
of the National Firearms Act’s 
(NFA) registration requirements 
for short-barreled firearms and 
silencers.  
  Until President Trump signed 
the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, 
the NFA established a $200 tax 
and registration regime on cer-
tain classes of firearms including 
silencers and short-barreled ri-
fles, purportedly drawing from 
Congressional authority to levy 
taxes. After the One Big Beauti-
ful Bill eliminated the $200 tax 
on those arms, SAF and its part-
ners filed three lawsuits chal-
lenging the remaining 
registration requirements, be-
cause without the tax, Congress’ 
reliance on their taxing power is 
no longer justifiable. 
  “As we’ve stated in each of our 
three National Firearms Act 
challenges, Congress lacks the 
authority to continue requiring 
the registration of protected arms 
under the NFA,” said SAF Sen-
ior Director of Legal Operations 
Bill Sack. “The Court has every-
thing they need to put this case 
to bed and end this infringement 
on the rights of Americans na-
tionwide.” 
  
SAF itself is a named plaintiff in 
the NFA lawsuit Brown v. ATF 
and is now backing two ad-
ditional challenges – Jensen v. 
ATF and this case, Roberts v. 
ATF. Filed in the United States 
District Court for the Eastern 
District of Kentucky, the named 
plaintiffs in Roberts are Jews for 
the Preservation of Firearms 
Ownership, Center for Human 
Liberty, American Suppressor 
Association Foundation, 
Buckeye Firearms Association, 
Meridian Ordnance and two pri-
vate citizens. 
  “We have the best opportunity 
in almost a century to end the 
registration scheme for silencers 
and short-barreled rifles under 
the NFA,” said SAF founder and 
Executive Vice President Alan 
M. Gottlieb. “SAF is seizing this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
by supporting three separate 
cases challenging the unconstitu-
tional law, and we’re optimistic 
this Second Amendment in-
fringement will finally be lifted.” 
  
For more information, visit 
SAF.org. 

  BELLEVUE, Wash. — April 
27, 2026 — The Second Amend-
ment Foundation (SAF) and De-
fense Distributed have filed a 
motion for summary judgment in 
Defense Distributed v. Blanche 
(formerly VanDerStok v. Bondi), 
challenging the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives’ (ATF) rule which 
expands the definition of “fire-
arm” in the efforts of the Biden 
Administration to regulate so-
called “ghost guns.” 
 In April 2022, the ATF published 
its Final Rule amending the reg-
ulatory definition of the term 
“firearm” to encompass precur-
sor parts that, with enough ad-
ditional manufacturing 
operations, could become func-
tional firearms frames or receiv-
ers, but in their current state were 
non-functional – and critically, 
non-firearm – objects. In seeking 
to regulate these “non-firearm 
objects” the ATF’s Final Rule di-
rectly contradicted Congress’ 
definition of “firearm” set forth 
in the Gun Control Act of 1968. 
The ATF’s re-definition of “fire-

lanes of communication," Cao 
said. "President Trump's com-
mission to our military is simple: 
to achieve peace through 
strength. The USS Idaho joins 
the fleet ready to answer the call 
to action, in any ocean, at any 
time."   
Navy Cmdr. Chad J. Guillerault, 
commanding officer of the 
Idaho, addressed the attendees, 
speaking on behalf of the crew 
and the submarine's rich heritage.   

"The Idaho connection is more 
than a name, it is a legacy — a 
legacy built before us that is 
being reborn today," Guillerault 
declared. "I am incredibly proud 
to be the commissioning captain 
of a vessel so steeped in tradition 
... and most importantly, honored 
to be the captain of a crew so 
mighty that they have outshone 
all those before them."   
The ship's sponsor, Teresa Stack-
ley, gave the traditional order to 

"man our ship and bring her to 
life," at which point the crew cer-
emonially ran aboard to man the 
submarine.  
 
"This moment is for you, Cmdr. 
Guillerault, and your crew," 
Stackley said. "Please note that 
when you sail, my heart sails 
with you."   
The Idaho is the 26th Virginia-
class submarine and the eighth of 
the advanced Block IV configu-

ration. The ship was christened 
on March 16, 2024, at the ship-
yard in Groton.   
 
As the newest submarine to join 
the fleet, the Idaho brings cut-
ting-edge warfighting capability 
to the nation's undersea forces. 
Virginia-class submarines fea-
ture enhanced stealth, sophisti-
cated surveillance capabilities 
and special warfare enhance-
ments to meet the Navy's multi-
mission requirements.   
 
These submarines are 7,800 tons, 
377 feet in length and have a 
beam of 34 feet. They are pow-
ered by a nuclear reactor plant 
that will not require refueling 
during the planned life of the 
ship, reducing lifecycle costs and 
increasing operational availabil-
ity.   
 
 The commissioning of the USS 
Idaho reinforces the Navy's com-
mitment to maritime superiority 
and national security. For 250 
years, American naval power has 
projected strength across the 
globe. That mission continues 
and intensifies with the addition 
of the nation's most advanced 
undersea assets. 

arm” in the Final Rule estab-
lishes a practical ban on the pri-
vate manufacture of firearms – a 
constitutionally protected tradi-
tion. 
  
“This rule was one of the pri-
mary attacks by the Biden Ad-
ministration on the ability of 
peaceable citizens to acquire 
arms,” said SAF Senior Director 
of Legal Operations Bill Sack. 
“Self-manufacturing firearms for 
personal use is a time-honored 
tradition that countless citizens 
still practice, and one that is en-
tirely legal under federal law. 
The frame and receiver rule that 
we have challenged here was 
promulgated with the goal of 
making self-manufacture so le-
gally confusing as to dissuade 
Americans from exercising their 

rights.” 
  
In December 2022, SAF filed to 
intervene in an existing lawsuit in 
the Northern District of Texas 
then known as VanDerStok v. 
Garland. The case challenged the 
lawfulness of ATF's regulatory 
re-definition of a “firearm” under 
the Administrative Procedures 
Act. SAF scored a major victory 
in the Fifth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, which vacated significant 
portions of the Rule. The Biden 
Department of Justice, however, 
appealed to the Supreme Court, 
which ruled on only a portion of 
the lawsuit.  
Today’s motion for summary 
judgment seeks vindication on 
the remaining claims. 
“We would love for the current 
administration to pre-emptively 

rescind the Biden era rule and fix 
the problems it creates,” said 
SAF founder and Executive Vice 
President Alan M. Gottlieb. “But 
unless and until the ATF acts of 
its own accord, we have a duty to 
our members and supporters to 

push these claims full steam 
ahead. The rule as it stands has 
major legal infirmities that need 
to be aired out in court if the rule 
is going to be left in place as 
written.” 
  
For more information, visit 
SAF.org. 
  
The Second Amendment Foun-
dation (saf.org) is the nation’s 
oldest and largest tax-exempt 
education, research, publishing 
and legal action group dedicated 
to safeguarding and promoting 
the fundamental rights of individ-
uals enshrined in the Second 
Amendment of the United States 
Constitution. SAF engages in ag-
gressive legal action to ensure the 
principles of armed self-defense, 
personal liberty, and the own-
ership of arms are defended, se-
cured, and restored.  
 
 Through public education initia-
tives, SAF teaches the impor-
tance of the Second Amendment 
to promote a society that values 
and exercises the right to keep 
and bear arms.  

SAF and Defense Distributed file for motion to challenge 
ATF to define “firearm”; Want Biden era rule preempted 

“We would love for the cur-
rent administration to pre-
emptively rescind the Biden 
era rule and fix the prob-
lems it creates,” said SAF 
founder and Executive Vice 
President Alan M. Gottlieb. 
“But unless and until the 
ATF acts of its own accord, 
we have a duty to our 
members and supporters to 
push these claims full 
steam ahead. The rule as it 
stands has major legal in-
firmities that need to be 
aired out in court if the rule 
is going to be left in place 
as written.” 

 
 The FedEx St. Jude Championship will offer special tickets to military personnel. Watch for details!

http://SAF.org

